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No bey een \realvin enge che Confidetangh ofthe late Biſhop After 
Fl 4ury's Vindication was. deferrd tw& chtee Monthis itt Expe Raten 
dis Death, which has happen -d in the krtterim, there being no Tulk Gf 
A} Y his drawing ſo near his End, and his Letter being written ſoon after His 
Return from Montpellier in Sour frunte ! where Red Niv'd g 

Þ while for his Health, which was 18 Well feoover d, cht he fr emsto Have 
— himſelf the Life of an Antediltviaw*: : Pot hie ſays, Thee ig n Vanity im be. 
ping that, old as I am, I ſball "out+Jive the Belief of thoſe undue Practices With 
Lord Clarendon's Hiſtory, which Mr. Bhmnd Smith fpoke of; à Petiod of Time 
to which hardly any Limits can be put, but tte End ef Time itſelf. 'Beſides, the 
Contents of the Letter might have hee refüted in àd many Days as it was Years in 
writing, had not my great Diſtance from London, and a tedious Flt of the Gout; 
obliged me to poſtpone conſidering it till now; when: my Health is not ſo well ſets 
tled, as to tempt me to ſay; I take Pen in Hand with'pleaſure. I ſhould: give N 
ſelfthe Liberty with him, that has been'taken witlite In the rut pie to his Letter | 


I ſhould deſerve Cenſure, were he living: and aueh more no He id dead! But 1 
verily believe, the Words Scandalous Reflectiont f Oldmron, in that Titlée- Page, 


were not his own; but the Effect of that Moderation and Candotir, for which Sur 
bigotted Acauemicls are eminent above thoſe of any other Söcieties of Learnir 
in the World. If the Reflections are true, they cannot juſtly be termed ſcandalous 3 
and the Truth of the Reflections depending on the Truth of the Fate theſe are Arſt 
to be conſider d. SF heb od lt oh 

And herein J very frankly confeſs, that, upon a dus Go 276 Se Freon to 
believe, that Mr. Edmund Smith, of Chriſt-Charth, Oxford, who' made tlie Diſcs. 
very of the Alterations in Lord Clarendon's ' Hiſtory, did hot Gig ep 7 
ſtinguiſh the Part Biſhop Atterbury had in thoſe Alterations; ' from tha eee 
Deans Smallridge, and eſpecially Al rich had. For, when that Hiſtory 
prepar'd for the Preſs, and it was thought proper to reviſe and Ar *. Abo 
Atterbury was very deſirous to have a Share in that Work; but the Managers d 
ſo ill an Opinion of his Diſcretion and Tempet, that they would not entruſt 
with it: which he highly reſented ; and ſtuck not to ſay to ſome of his Friends, 
they would ſpoil it; probably becauſe he was not one of them. Now after the firſt 
Volume was publiſh d, and he faw what had been done, he eryd, T Bey Ce AN 
. the fool, and alter d it; or Words to that effect. For I do not pretend to 

lible in the Terms, my Information coming from Memoty, almoſt thitty Years aftet 

the things were ſaid and done: But this comes from a Perſon of that Honour and 
Diſtin&ion, in the learned World, that I cannot doubt of the Truth of it in Subſtance, 

if not in Form. And here J muſt obſerve, What great Difficufties 1 Have to ſttuggle 
Voith in the Diſquiſition of this Matter: For; tho I have daily very credible Notices, 
to confirm what I have ſaid, and may fay, of the Raziites and Interpolations in 
Lord Clarendon's Manuſcript; yet evety one is ſhy of appearing as an Evidence, in 
fear of the Reſentment of a Set of Men, that never forgive; and Have too many 
Opportunities of blackening, abuſing, and injuring thoſe that offend them. 

To return to the late Biſhop Atterbury. If he had never feen the MS. Copyof the His 
ſtory of the Rebellion, how cou d he know it was alter d, and for the wotſe too? Tho? 
they wou'd not truſt him as a Manager, they could not well deny him a Sight of 
the Copy; which a vaſt Number of principal Perſons of the Party did ſee: and Kin 
| William's Queen Mary had alſo that Curiofity, and faw it befbre it had p 

turo other Hands: And if another Prince was not to be fo fayour'd, one cannot 

help thinking, twas becauſe it was not exactly in the fame Form, as when Queen 

Mary read | it, or Part of it. Upon the whole, had we no other Gtound to go upon 
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ſome of them tranſcrib'd it aga 
Preſs, as the Lads underſtoo 


To AE 


ifferent_ Ink from»: the. genuine Text; 
Nes, to make room for it. e 
ices are conſtantly given me; many of which Treject as tra- 


at large in the Prefaces and Introductions to the Critical Hiſtories, and Clarendon and 
hitlocke compar d. And if the Gentlemen at Oxford would beſtow a tenth Part of 
the Pains they have taken, and are taking, to vindicate their MS. in vindicating their 
ſtory, againſt the Objections in thoſe Treatiſes, the World would be more oblig d to 
them, and they would do more Honour to the Memory of their Hiſtorian; which, 
I think, I have had greater Regard to than themſelves, by clearing it of what they can- 
not elear it in the Hiſtory, and laying it on the Editors. „„ 


This 1 deſpair of ſęeing. They have let that Matter ſleep theſe ſeven or eight Years 3 


| 
1 


and I am ſanguine enough to believe they will never awaken it, for that they are 
jealous of the Conſequences. I Would not have ſo mean a Thought, that they are 
more. concern d for the Credit of their Copy, than for that of their Patron, on ac- 
count of the former s having been very beneficial to them; and that there is great 
Roaſon to be apprehenſive of its ſuffering in the jucrative Part of it, if the leaſt Ble- 
milh of undue Practice be left upon it. But it is to be ſuſpected, they have the Market 
very much at heart, becauſe they were very indolent and carelels in the Buſineſs, till 
the late deadneſs of the Sale provok d them to endeavour to quicken it, by the Bi- 
ſhop's notable Vindication, and ſome other Attempts; of which, whatever Hopes 
they haye conceived, I am entirely atisfy d, they will not deceive mine. 
When I fir 2 to the Genuineneſs of many Paſſages in Lord Clarendor's 
Hiſtary, Dr, Swa{lridge, one of the ſuppos'd Correctors, mention d by Mr. Ed. 
mund Smith, . I hinted my Suſpicion nine Years ago, that there had 
been Management in the Publication of the Hiſtory of the Grand Rebelliony and 
that cven the Members of his Society of Chri/tchnrch were concern d in it. So long 
ce. a the Year 1723, I wrote thus; Ve will now enquire a little into this pre- 
oe Hi. tended Rebellig Term Brady and his Followers are extremely fond of. "I know 
29" oats if the. Karle, Clarendon did call his Hiftory that of the Rebellion himſelf ; 
or whether it «was ſd entituled by the Chriſtchurch Men; there being more in it of 


the Spirit. and Manners of Collegiates, than of a Man of Quality. This Suſpicion 
| of mine is lately confirmd by other Informations, that really his Lordſhip's Hiſtory 
was by himſelf entituled, The Hiſtory of the Civil ſlar, and not of the 1 3 
e | F | eves- 


. © 1 
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22 


Rebellion, which the Earl could not call it, without contradicting himſelf in Seritic 
ment and Principle, as there is frequent Contradiction in Fact in that Hiſtory: See 
Clarendon and Whitlock compar d, p. 106, 107. where the thing appears in ful! 
Light. And whereas Biſhop Atterbury ſuggeſts I waited till all the Parties concetnd 
but himſelf were dead, to publiſh my Doubts of the Genuineneſs of the Whole Hin- 
ry, that Suggeſtion of his was made by myſelf, and anſwer'd ſeveral Years ſince in 
the Preface to Clarendon and Whitlock, p. xix. to which I refer, to avoid lon * 
etitions. r - 7 BY 
, Biſhop Atterbury adds, Were 5 Perſons, Aldrich and Smallridge ative; 
they would be equally able and ready to clear themſelues from ſo foul an Apperſion; 
and ſeven or eight Lines after, he confeſſes the Care of reviſing the Manuſeript was 
committed to that very Dr. Alarich : and what muſt be the neceſſary Conſequence of 
reviſing, but correcting and altering, at leaſt in ſome Places, a Copy which was ſu 
very ill written, that it was not caſily legible, as all agree, excepting one very Reverend 
Perſon, who, on account of his Order, ſhall be nameleſs, and who declar'd upon the 
Publication of my Hiſtory of 3 that he ſaw the original Manuſeript as it went 
to the Preſs, and there was not a Word, nay I think it was, not a Letter alter d in it? 
Which cannot be true; for the Spellings were very bad, as I have heard, and as 1 
verily believe, having before me a ſhort Letter of Sir Edward Hyde's own Hand:wri= 
ting, wherein are ſeveral falſe Spellings, as Sunn for Son, Frende for Friend, Myne 
for Mine, Cc. and ſurely they would have been alter'd, had they paſt under Cot- 
rection. Biſhop Atterbury owns the Manuſcript was not very correcſly written, and 
Lleaye it to any one to judge, whether when the Correctors were mending Letten 
and Words, they might not be ſometimes tempted to mend, as they thought, the 
Senſe; which is deny'd with ſo much Obſtinacy and Aſſurance, that of itſelf it ren- 
ders the thing ſuſpected. Tis true, upon the firſt Intention to publiſn this Hiſtory, 1 
am told the Proprietors were very ſerupulous of —_ Alterations made; and when * 


* 


_ 


tit was propos d to alter ſome Words, which being frell ws, had too much 
the Mark of Novelty, howeycr-they-oeme Trier, Ppos'd; for thatthe Tek was 
to be kept hole and unalterable; andaccordingly tho" Marks of Noyeky remam 
ſtill, as Beauties and Flowers of Rfletorick, tho” extremely affected" and faulty im 
hiſtorical Narration; which the Gentlemen, my Opponents, do not em to unde - 
ſtand very well, tho one would think they ſhouldnor be now to Jearnfit,” 6 
I complain d of thoſe Galliciſms in my Remarks-on ie Hiſtory of the Rebellion? 
printed in 1727. before I had any Information of Fact: See the Prefitee. N js F. 6 
ſuſpetted that the Lord Clarendon's Hiſfory was very much alterd'by-the Editon 
at Oxford, that the original Manuſcript is interpolated and rag d inftueral Plares, 
on which I lay no Streſs, though I believe 1 „ Reaſons lee it; the: 
Galliciſms Eelairciſſement, Eclat, to give mio d N mes &c. are modern, and were 
hardly in uſe in France at that Time, in the Sense the Hiſtorian uſes them. To this 
the Gentlemen have nothing to ſay, nor to what follows; and till they can and do 
anſwer it, all their Labour about the Legitimacy of their Ofipting; "will ſignify no- 
thing in Proof of its Honeſty and Integrity: * CFC 
| This the Images, or Characters, were for the moſt part 
pears by the Di * of Likeneſs in his Lordſbid's and ot 


: 


e by Fancy, -. 
Hiſtories, by the As 


f. 


bundante of them, and by the Perfection, which it all om one Jide! it being imm 
ble in Nature to pick aut ſo many wiſe, virtuous and valiant Men lifted in'the Cop * 
of Perſecution and Opp , — 224 fo many Blorkheads and Poltrons in that of Ne. 
ion re Swap z Fhe Thing ſpeaks i#ſelf, yet [0 it ir all along in the Hiſtory of 
2 Rebe . V d! ⁵²mm ̃ è ³ÄU—BBßB—Bſ !!!!! —1æ— 


I call upon them to anſwer this, and «a Thouſund other ſuch Objections in Clem. 
don and Whitlock compar'd; Proofs all, that the Hiſtory is not true: See the Indeꝶ to 
that Treatiſe, Artie. Clarendon Lord; where they ate enumerated, and need not” 
be repeated here. I fd long enough before this Matter came into Conteſt, that 
laid no Streſs on the Satpicion of Interpolations and Razures; 1 proy'd by comparing 
che Hitory with WISE, whom Archdeacon Eebard owns to'be 4 . B40 
that the Hiſtory of the Rehe/ljon is an wnfair one. I have brought a Cloud of Wie. 
neſſes out of Whitlyck,” -Rufhyworth, &c. to prove it; and truly, all the Oxford 
Gentlemen can, or de fa t the contrary, is, that whether Right or Wrong, e 
Lord Clarendon wrote it, and that no body elſe is to b charg'd with whatever Flat. 


tery or Defotmiry there are in His Painting. 
I was willing enough; for the. Honour of the Noble Hiſtorian, to hear What feves * 
ral Gentlemen, unknown'to cach _ and without the lealt Concert, told me = 


* 


the Management the Manuſcript had met with; and how, to uſe Biſhop Atterburys 
Words, che Editors had play d the foo! with it. But for my own part, I was not 
much concern'd about it, nor matter'd, who they were that wrote or edited the 
Hiſtory and Characters: my. Concern was to ſhew, that neither the one nor the other 
were true, unleſs Reſhworth and Whitlock were falſe. I did ſhew it, and all the 
Proprietors of the Copy ſay in defence of their Hiſtory, is, that it was the Lord Cla- 
rendon's z tho' it is notorious that ſome of the Characters could not be Lord Claren- 
don s, without ſuch Contradiction and Inconſiſtency, as I am loth to ſuppoſe that 
honourable Author could be guilty of. This relates in an eſpecial manner to Mr. 
Hampden's Character, which I happen d to hit upon twelve or thirteen Years after 
Mr. Edmund Smith's Death, without having heard a Syllable of the Practice that had 
been made upon it: It was ſo contradictory to every thing the Hiſtorian had ſaid of 
Mr, Hampden in the Body of his Hiſtory, that it ſeem d monſtrous to cloſe it with ſo 
grols and ſhocking an Expreſſion, He had a Head to contrive, a Tongue to perſuade 
and 4 Hand to execute any Miſchief. I was ſenſible that all was not right here as 
ſoon as I read it. Tis a downright Unſaying, and that in a very cruel and barbarous 
Manner, all that he had ſaid before in praiſe of Mr. Hampden, of whom he writes 


Free Brit. gzery where, as a Gentleman lately obſcrv'd, this ſingle Paſſage only excepted, with 


the utmoſt Temper, Candour and Decency : and to ſink all at once from that Equality 
of Temper, to the very Dregs of Paſſion and Slander, is not credible in ſo cxalted a 
Genius. Sce the Preface to Clar. and Whit. There is no Character, not the moſt 
amiable, but it has ſome Blemiſh, as Mr. Hampden's in particular ; a Gentleman of 
ſo.great Parts and Merit, that his very Enemies, who were not his Enemies, but 
| "as be ua 4 Lover of his Country, were forc'd to ſpeakof him always with Honour ; 
he was the moſt reſpected and belov'd of any Man then living, yet the Earl of Cla- 
rendon ſays of bim, or the Editors ſay it for him, he had a Hand and 4 Heart fit for. 
any thing, eit lber good or bad, to promote Virtue or commit Sacrilege. 5 

(Biſhop rigs ths, Let the Expreſſion be never ſo ſtuere, 3t may naturally 


Men, God forbid this ſhould ; 


fl 


» oy 


et. What” a Notion. had he of the Nature of Hiſtory, who thought Tala 


FE 


/ and Slender natural to ir! and what of the Earl's judgment, Integrity and Honour, 


who could be {o much warm by his Reſentment, as to forget what was due to De- 
" cency and Truth ; and to do a needleſs Injury, as the late Biſhop himſelf ſtiles it, to 


the Ronourable Memory of ſo worthy and ſo great a Patriot? But it is very natural to 


conceive, that the Editors, at a Time when their Party were in fear of loſing the 
Hold they had of the late Queen, might put no Reſtraint on their Thoughts or Ex- 
preſlions, to blacken Perſons and Things according to their Paſſions and Proſpects. 
L come now tothe moſt difficult Part of the late Biſhop's Vindication; for it compels, | 
me to prove the Weakneſs of it, by touching Characters, which are become in a 
manner ſacred by the Death of the Perſons: the Task is invidious, and as odious to 
myſelf, as it can be to the moſt delicate of my Readers. De Martuis nil niſi bonum, 
is in every one's mouth; but when my own Character is ſo nearly concern'd in the 
uſtification of what I have aid, I am excuſable to uſe all lawful. Means of defending 
„ and all Means are lawful that are true: Let the late Biſhop's Title-Page be remem- 
ber d, the Scanda/ors Neflectiant of Oldmixonz and then let it be conſiderd whether 
the Provocation is not equal tothe Offenee . 
Biſhop Mtrerbury's Words are, T. 8. Biſhop Sprat, Dean Aldrich, and the late 
Earl f were Men of Probity and Truth, and incapable of conſdiring 
in a Dehn to impoſe on the Publick. I am willing, if every one would agree to its. 
that the Diſpute be reduc'd to this Iſſue, and that it may be decided by the ge- 
neral Notion 1 have of the Diſpoſition and Capability of thoſe Gentlemen to 
conſpire in ſuch a Work, as the Edition of the Lord Cliarendor's Hiſtory, how they 
might beſt ſerve the Cauſe they eſpous d, and make ſuch an Impreſſion on the Mind 
of the late Queen, as might prevent her fron explogiey Das ons of Charitable and 
Revyolutional Principles: for it is to be obſerv'd, that the Hiſtory of the Rebe//ion was 
1 juſt about the Time that her late Majeſty Queen Aue was about changing 
de, and taking into her Service thoſe good and great Men, who were moſt zea- 
lous for reducing the exorbitant Power of France,. and ſecuring; the Proteſtant Suc- 
ceſſion. Twas at that nice JunQure, that the Grand Rehe/lion. made its firſt glorious 
Appearance from the Preſs, in an Expectation that it would knock down all Oppoſi- 
tion, and confirm the Queen in a Hign · Church Adminiſtration. On this Foundation 
were the Fabricks of the Preface and Dedication to the Hiſtory rais d; and on the 


ſame 


fame Foundation doubtleſs thoſe ſtately Edifices, the Characters, in whole or in part. 
That the Prefacer, ſee who he was in Biſhop Atterburys Vindication, might be p. 6. 
as well in the Secret of the Alteration of the Hiſtory, as in that of the High Church : 
Memorial, publiſh'd about the ſame time, one cannot well doubt; and that he was. 
in that Secret, I believe is doubted by nobody; notwithſtanding that the Memorial 
Was voted to be ſeditious and ſcandalous by the Legiſlature, and their Senſe of it, 
confirmed by her late Majeſty herſelf. . 5 
Ihe celebrated Mr, Maynwaring was of Opinion, that this Prefacer was a Par- 
ty in that Memorial, of which he ſays, in his Ten Champions, To ſay no worſe 
b of it at preſent, I will venture to affirm, that, unleſs in ſome Legend of Knight» 
« Errantry, ſo many idle Inventions, Dreams, and direct Falſhoods were never 
e yet publiſhed to the World.” He then muſters theſe Ten Champions for High- 
Church: The D. of B —; the E— s of R 7, N., &c. I had rather 
think the late Biſhop Atterbury had never read the Votes, Temp. Car. II. to remove 
the ſame Perſon from all Offices of Profit and Truſt, than that he would in defi- 
ance of them, enter ſo far into Panegyrick; and to do it, ſink alſo the Incident 
of the High Commiſſion- Court, ſo very inconſiſtent with the Safety of the Church 
of England, whoſe Danger provok'd all the Scandal and Sedition in the High- 
Church Memorial : yet both the Earl and Biſhop of x ſate in that 
very Court, and the E——| in particular, in Fudgment on the Biſhop of London 
which Court has been declar'd by the Legiſlature to be illegal, and deſiruRtive of our 
Conſtitution, Eccleſiaſtical and Civil. The Gentlemen who have undertaken the 
late Biſhop Atterburys Defence, are deſired to, reconcile this with Probity and 
Truth; not muſt we forget the Oaths of Fidelity to King William, Which the for- 
mer of theſe two Editors took, nor the great Employment of the Lieutenancy of Jre- 
land, under that Prince of glorious Memory, nor other great Employments under 
Queen Anne, at the ſame time that in Conſcience he was in another Intereſt, as ap- 
| roo by what was ſaid of him in a Book ſuppos d to be written by Daniel Hoe, by 
Direction, or Encouragement. of the. Quunaùm I reaſurer Har-, n | 
but be well acquainted with the Subject thus deſcrib'd ; p.76. He was 7 eri 228 
in his Opinion, as to the Legality of the Britiſh Settlement, aud open profeſſed 
that the Revolution had made ſuch a Breach in the, Conſtitution; as would juſtify _ 
Revolutions of every kind; how often ſorver they might happen; and that it was 
#mpoſſible, according to the Revolution Doctrine, as it was then call d, that there 
could ever be any Rebellion in Great Britain. The Queen could never engage bim to 
aff heartily for her, notwithſtanding the Oaths of \Allggiance and Abjuration, be- 
cauſe he eſteem d her Reign an Uſurpation upon the Houſe of Stuart, and he fait 4 
I am weary of this ungrateful kind of Hiſtory, and avoid making any Remarks up- 
on it, which probably the Reader will do, in callingto mind what Biſhop Arrerbury ſald 
of Probity and Truth before-mention'd ; which, as it relates to Biſhop Spratt, will be 
ſomewhat more ſurprizing to thoſe that know who was the Author of the Romance 
of the Ryehoyſe Plotz which is thus well explain'd ina Weekly Paper, by a Gentleman, 
to whoſe Generoſity I am oblig'd, it being written in my favour, tho'I was unknown 
to him, and he had nothing to excite him to it, but à Search after Truth. . 
What the Spirit of Biſbap Spratt was, . may 1 think be cg known by his Hiſtory nu, „ru. 
of theRyechouſc Plot, 4 Forgery that coſt the Lord: Ruſſel, Col. Algernon Sidney, Dmô. 9 
and ſome of the beſt Men in the Kingdom their 130 peraduenture the notable 
Temper and Candour of that charitable and impartial. Work, recommended this 
pious Prelate to the high. Office of reviſmg Lord Clatendon's H:/ory. g 
The Ryehoaſe Plat Hiſtory was propos d to Dr. South, not without a Promiſe 0 
high Preferment if he yould,pndertake it; which he refus d todo, afterhe had ſeen what 
Memoirs King Charles the Second's Miniſters had prepar'd for him to write upon: 
which were ſuch, as it is ſaid, the Doctor ſhould ſay, i would not haue hang d a 
Dog upon the Evidence; This Biſhop Spratt, this Man of "7 and Truth, did 
not only murder the Lord Ru/ſel in the treaſonable Charge againſt him to juſtify his 
Death, but murder d alſo his Memory, by charging him, with fling his Fpeech 
with enormous Falſhoods. The moſt religious and. virtuous Peer of his Time, ' 
ſaid by - Biſhop Sonett to die with a Lye in his Mouth 2 upon Which, I | find th 
Reflection by a late Hiſtorian ; ©, . Character is ſo notoripus, that I would 
not have blemiſh'd/ the meaneſt Offender upon his Authority 3 and if he did not 
4 heartily. xepent of ſo wicked a Calumny on this pious murder d Peer and Patriot, 
the Lord haye Mercy upon him . The 
33 1 a g 5 
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Biſho 
Parke 
Magna 


Whether this be ſo or not, tis certain he 


Work? Was h '\ 
he not let into their deepeſt Secrets, even into that of Sachever#/* Speech before the 
Houſe of Lords? Was he not often charged with being '# Tarty in the Contrivance 


. * 8 N a 


The Mafhlois Perſon whom ſtop, Sprat? charges with telling he, with his laßt 


Words, is the ſame of whom their aj ies King William and Queen Mary ſpoke fo 


honourably in the Preamble to his Father's Patent to be Duke of Bedford. It was 
not the leaft Reaſon, for creating him ſo, that he was Father to the Lord Ruſſel, 
rhe Ornament of his Age, an enormous Lyar, ſays the late Biſhop Spratt the Edi- 
tor, 'whoſe great Merits 'twas not enough to tranſmit by Hiſtory to Poſterity, but 
we are willing to record them in our Royal Patent, to remain in the Family as a 
Monument conſecrated io bis conſummate Virtue, whoſe name can never be forgot 
fo long as Men preſerve ang Efteem for Santtity of Manners, Greatneſs of Mind, 
and a Love to their Country, conſtant euen to death. Can one donbt whether ag 
Hiſtorian, who could charge ſuch a Chriſtian Hero with lying before God and Man 


en 
8 


* 


id it, and I have no opportunity to prove 
that what he ſaid was falſe 4 OAT Tien 7 1 
The late Biſhop proceeds 


A. to one of them, Dr. Smalltidge, he late Biſhop of Brift6l, no ſuſpicion of this 
| kind can poſh ty of on his Memory, Why ſo? Was he not of Parts equal to the 
as 


his Zeal for the Cauſe leſs fervent than that of the moſt Zealous'? Was 


and Wording bf that Speech, in company with the late Biſhop Arrerbary and Dr. 
Moſs. This Was ſuggeſted by Mr. Daa before mentioned, who had been 


Dr. Smallridge's Pupil at Chrift Church,. and to my own knowledge gave it as his 
Opinion, that the Doctor was one of the Perſons who made that Speech for 1 
2 Hh 


n 


of which he gives large Hints in hi facond Letiet tat aαε,,⅛bÿ North - Britain, in 
w! at follow But nou romes the grearifrope of ne DodlorisfParfarmanre)ihirown 
Haranpie' at the Bar 'of the Houſe uf lords." Au bers) omitheat-axlfevur: intacw 
particular evamination of the whole piace, I cannat Sin pro fn iwithifinney | 
that T-thinkhe was too burdly 
obliged him ro aver in the: face' of Cod and the Queedz that bebadinokbbtrfupgeRedy: = 
nor did in dis Gofſciende believe, that che: C mird isn ce leaſt) Deti! front hen Mas: 
jeſty's'Adininiſthation, i'Jf\T'RosE, Mil (Bad been Suu it the U ee Gan 
frience or Humanity, Trax would d way. bir mouth Ng avchonking- 
Provocation#s this } aui I caunot help. taking hir part: againſt. Tee 
caſion, as abanuoned a Prieſt as he is. Then the Aut gives Cyeral inflagceratthe- 
quite contrary in Sachevereis on words. And what HNA could hg fh Hi 
Atterbury have to affirm, It das nut poſſible for ang" ſuſpition te re/tron Sey 
0 Bene Pray mind, unt peßtible, thofactmick barter ſaſpiciog [lies 
upon it in the oaſe of Sarbeverel z. and therefore ſuch thing ia piu Leatt, ene 
ther the Fact be true ot not; and the Probability is on the right HA vente 


„ 


from the Docter s Character and Capacity: T5111 ef1oi91qI We 10 7900 of Anden beg | 

All the Argument and Proof the late Biſhop, ges yon of tha 
Dr. Smallridges being ſuſpected, is his bart ſaying, thät the late Biſhop 
faid, he war no ways concerned. in projiarins the \ Hiftory'for the 


> 


2 


e iliem to fakt any Alterations'in a 


had Recourſe t 


ſays the late Biſhop, be ſuppos d to have made any Additions ; notwit 


| <fing He wiſh d and beautt 
them, t is not to oe 


: 
1 * 
Y 


C46) | 
Labouts to cleat the Clarrndine Hiſtory of the leaſt Imputation of the leaſt Addi- 
tion, wilt be bur grateful to the Memory of their Benefactor, if they leave the late 
Ea} of R- outof the WVeſtion: in which they would do me a very ſingular 
Pleaſute becauſe it goes againſt, me to ſay any thing againſt him, who cannot ſpeak 
for himſelf, and was of a Rank not to be ſpoken of, but with reſpect. Biſhop Atter- 


Bu) tings him 100 often oh the Stage, unleſs he had done it with more Regard to 
his ChataRter: | He ſuys, The Bari iu Bis Praſace to the firſt Volume, for his I 


tut it to be (hv n Nam? ir affixed to ir) bat publickly proteſted bis Innocence 
in this Re 5 whore be detiares, that they, who put forth the. Hiſtory, he 
ment himſelf and bis Brorher, as appr; by what follows; © durſt not take upon 
| ork of this kind; ſolemnly left with them 
« x6\publiſy, henever it ſlibuld be publiſh'd, as it was deliver d to them. 
Ik this is not true in Fact: what Truth can we expect in the Proſecution of this 
Conteſt? The MS. was ſo far from being ſolemaly deliver d to them, to be printed 
without any Alterations, that they were alſow d, by the Earl of Glarendons Will, 
to u as they thought fir ; as may be ſcen by the very Words of the Will, which 1 
| to, out of Suſpicion, that there was no ſuch ſalemn Delivery in it. 
"Tis dated at\Rbae the 11th of December 16. 
Item, I gie and bequinth: 10 my two Sons, my Ecceretore, vin. Henty Viſcoumt 
Cotnbuty, aui Laurence \HydeB/q; a/ my Papers and Writings, of what kind ſo- 
er, and leave them entire to their Diſpoſal, by ſuppreſſing or Publiſhing, &c. 
Not a Word of making uo Alteration, or z ſolemun Delivery. The Papers are by the 
Will left to rheir Diſpoſal; to be ſuppreſs d, or publiſh'd, as they ſhould think fit: 
Only they were enjoin d tot take che Advice of Dr. Sheldon, Archbilhop of Canter- 
, and Df. prey, Biſhop of Miucheor; Whom he entteats to be Overſeers 
Nl. But they e e ee Vears before it was thought ,/ea- 
able to publiſtithe Hiftory} and. the Exccutors made choice of much better Coun- 


ſellots in editing it, than were Sheldox and Morley. 


Ate not the RA,ανο,bes ĩimpo wer d by tltis not only to ſuppreſs any Part of the Hiſtory, 
as We ſuppoſe" they have done, but the whole? And probably that would have been the 


Fate of it, If these had been a'Neccflity upon them to publiſh it exactiy as it was 


written. 


The next Atgument the late Biſhop Atterbury makes uſe of, for the Gen uineneſs 


of the Hiſtory of the Grand: Rubullion, has the ſame Root as has mine, for its Fal- 
Nifeation ; and that is the Make and Manner of the Hiſtory, And in this we may per- 
ceive how little the Gentlemen, who have undertaken to vindicate it, are appriz'd 
of the true Beauties and Defects of Hiſtoty ; Which Deficiency of theirs, I take to be 
the Reaſon why the ſeveral Treatiſes I have publiſn d, to ſhew its Faults and Infir- 
mitles, have been neglected by them: Tho, I doubt not, they put on grand Airs, 
and impute it to their Contempt of the Author. A Way of anſwering, which is 
eaſily imitated ; eſpecially When one has no other. Could the © N empley d, 
ſtanding ſuch 
Aſſurances to the contrary 1 2 good Senſe (if not their Integrity) would have 
prevented at leaft their retouching thoſe Charatters, which are allowed to be the moſt 
Part Y the Work; and to have ſomething of Original in 
imitated. This isatlow'd, ſays he, but by whom ? by the 
Party for whoſe Service thoſe Character were imagin d. Does not every one, 
the leaſt acquainted with the Rules for writing Hiſtory, know, that, ſuppoſing the 
Facts upon which they are founded were true, the Redundancy and Repetition of 
them, render them extremely vicious in Hiſtory. Lucian ſpeaking of the hiſtorical 
Style, is the very Reverſe of the Lord Clarendon's Manner. It ſhould, according to 
Lycian, be clear, intelligible, and natural; and the Figures ſhould not be too ſub- 
lime, or tao far fetch'd: the Writer . all Enthuſiaſm, and exceſſive Strains, 
which are the greateſt Faults of an Hifforian. There is not in all Hiſtory a 
Strain more exceſſive, than that in Injury of Mr. Hampden. If he would riſe, let 
it be rather by the things he repreſents, than Wordt. One might defy the whole 
« College of Editors, it was ſaid ſeveral Tears ago, if they were living, to give 
« 'one Inſtance, where the Lord Clarendon riſes by the Things; but hundreds might 
« be produc'd, where he riſes by the Words.” Lucian again: It is much better to 
relate extraordinary Things in a plain and common Manner, than to weaken the 


Thoughts, by franing the Imagination. I would have the Periods nei: her too 
ed, Sec the firſt and ſecond Periods in the Hiſtory of the 


2 nor too much ſiudi 
which would both take up near a Page, in a moderate Ocraro. The 
FT Thoughts 


4 


. 

Thoughts ſhould have move Solidity than Luſtre : They ſhould come neater the. Rea- 
ſons of a wiſe Stateſman, than the polite Turns of a Declaimer. Which, if it had 
been ſaid on purpoſe, could not have had more relation to the Hiſtory of the 
Rebellion, as it is the eaſieſt thing in the World farther to prove: but I have done it 
already at large in another Place; and have been bold to ſay, Tbere it net the leaſt p. ,, 
Trace of Lucian's Method in his Lordſbip's Hiſtory; and 1 am afraid the Editors Clar. «v4 
| knew too little of theſs Rules, to find any want uf them.” Let me add a Hint or bt 

two more on this Head, becauſe it relates to the double Falſiſicat ion, as well of the b 

Facts, as the Manuſcript. Te . the Fliſtory of the Rebellion ir the leit Bi- 

ftorical of any that ever deſtrud the Name of Hiſtory. The Periode art forme 
twenty, ſore thirty Liner in "_ th; fo round, that we are loſt inthe Cirete, as 
much as in a Maugician's, and whenever we meet with ſuch Deelanning in pia 
Story, we may be ſure it is intended to amuſe us, as Legerdemuns make Flourifbes, 
when they are about to play Tricks. © ee „ 

This is what Biſhop Auerbury calls the moſt beautiful und diſtinguiſb Part of thr 
Work. And indeed when it came out firſt, the Beauty of rhe Colouting and Imagi» 
nation had ſuch an Effect on injudicious Readers, that they were not aware of the 
Mixture of Falſhood with Truth; nor whether the Pictures were like or unlike. 

The Imagination warm'd; the Colouring glar'd; and the Injudicivus could not but 

be charmed with the Brightneſs and the Novelty,. enough for ſuch to take them to be 
maſterly and inimitable. By hifferical Faiſhood here, I do not intend Fable; 

be where the Facts are rurtuil or enlarg 4; where they are brought in or 
carried off with unfair and fore d Reflections, then is the Work hiſtorically falſe: | 
for that the whole Truth of the Facts does not appear; and of conſequence the Refle- 
ctions which are made upon them, muſt be ill grounded, and are not to be , 

It is very obvious, that the late Biſhop of Rocheffes; by inimilabir, when he ſpoke 

of the Charatters in the Lord C/arenaon's Hiſtory, meant incomparable, ſuper- 
excellent, and wonderful. And 1 do not in the leaſt queſtion, but the Gentlemen, 
who have engag'd in the Defence of it, do really rake them to be ſo: tho, by that 
very means, it has not the leaſt Reſemblance of Hiſtory, as Mr. Mayntarimg ſaid: 1 
hope, it will not be thought a Digreſſion, becauſe it ſerves to ſet it in a true Light, if 

I repeat what a late Hiſtorian wrote on this Subject. 7, NEE 

I Have often ſpoken of the Characters in the Hiſtory of the Grand Rebellion; 

e and as far as I could, have done Juſtice ro their Merit. But I rake the liberty to 
ce add here, that if every one of thoſe' Characters were fill to be imagin'd, the Hi 
<« ſtory would be the ſame: And when they are detach'd'fo from the Subject) they 
ce are like vicious Epiſodes in an Epict Poem.“ Let me entreat the G L 
who are taking pains to vindicate that Piece, and ro edit others, to conſider ſeriouſly 
what foftows. © In Hiſtory Mens Actions ſhould mark the ChareFers ; in Poetry, 
ce the Manners and Paſſions. I know very well, that àa hundred to one of all the 
ce Readers of the Grand Rebellion, admire it moſt for thoſe very Charakters; and 

* [6 they would the Epiſode of Nicky Nacky, in the Tragedy of #enice Pro. 
& {ervy/dandprefer it to the moſt moving Scene between Fafferr and Belvidera. They 
* care not, provided there is a Picture, whether tis like or not, i it glates; if, as in 
« French Painting, there is Red and Yellow enough; tis with them admirable, 3im- 
ce table. To excuſe what 1 have ſaid here, and elſewhere of this Pro fuſton of CHa- 
© yatfers, I muſt produce ſome good Authority, and I cannot bring a more un- 
ce queſtionable one than the learned and polite Monſieur Menagr, who is ſpeaking 
« of an Enxgliſb Hiſtotian of the XIIIth Century, Marrhew Paris ;'whom he very 
& much commends in moſt things, and blames only for futhStotics as that ofthe Cha 
jn the Clarendine Chronicle ; Menagiana, Vol. II. p. 93. In other reſpectr, con- 
tinues he, Matthew Paris is fincere and frank, and without taking a-yreat deal vf 
Pains in drawing Charactets, he gives you all the Ideas - them; hut art neceſ* 
ſary to be given. This, in my Opinion, is preferable to an 1 of com inn. 
ally drawmp Characters; of which too great a Number ſurfeits the Readets. It 
« may be further ſaid of CharaFers, that when they arc arbittary, and are not, as 
the French Criticks ſay, born of the Subjet? ; when we meet with no Actions to 
« give Birth to them, but they are made what the Maker has a mind to, as to 
* Eulogy or Satyr, they are then moſt ſurfeiting; and no fine Painting can fupply 
« the Place of Likeneſs and Truth.” Vet it is this very Defect, that Bilhop Atrerbumy 
and his Fellow-Labourers term inimitable: and it is to be fear'd, they though, 

and do think fo. OE, WT 55 73 
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It is neceſſary for me to have what Aſſiſtance I can againſt ſo many potent Adver - 


faries ; every Soul of them engag d, as they think, in Intereſt and Honour to ſupport 


the Credit of their Hiſtory. 1 muſt own, very few have been ſo generous as to offer 


to aſſiſt me; and thoſe that have done fo, did it with Cautions and Reſtrictions; 


that render'd their Offer uſeleſs. Dont concern yourſelf in the Matter, has been 


- faidiby ſome who pretend much to be Friends to Liberty; who have loſt nothing by 
their Pretences, and have even at other times declared their Deſire to have the Fraud 


detected. I cannot help acquainting ſuch, that I ſhould have been as diſcrect, as they 
take themſelves to be, if 1 had not had other Grounds to go upon, than what In- 


formation has laid id my Way; and than, I believe, they are ſenſible of... 
Ihe Author of the Free Briton deſerves my Acknowledgments, above all others: 
For he has dar d to ſpeak his Mind, both of the late Biſhop, and the Grand Rebel. 
lion, as in the following Paragraph. ä 


It is ſaid, that ſuch Alterations could not be made in the Characters which Lord. 


Clarendon 4% in bis Hiſtory, becauſe they had ſomething of Original in them, that 
is not to be A No the Manner 1 | ee - 

perfect, is at leaſt as eaſy to be imitated, by a Man of great Parts and Imagina-. 
tion, as the Manner of Rubens was imitated by Vandyke'z/ and yet we all know, 
that there are ſome Pictures done by the latter, which. we: ſhould affirm to come 


from the Hand of the former, were not Facts undeniable. It is . | 


eaſy, even for aleſs Genius, to copy the Manner of a greater. Every Man, who. 
hath been named, either by the late Biſhop of. Rocheſter, or by Mr. Oldmixon, as 
aſſiſting to the Earl of Rocheſter in the Edition, were all -4 them Men of Fancy, and, 
Men of Parts, rightly qualified to retouch any 8 Paintings. Tho 1 cannot 
perceive, that any great Genius, or very able Hand, was requiſite in this Caſe, 
ſince any ſmall Scribbler alive, auben it was found neceſſary toblacken Mr. Hampden's 
excellent Name, might, with the leaſt Stock of Learning, and much leſs Wit, have 
ſumm'd up his Life in the Character of the Roman Cinna. But that his Memory 
ſhould' be butcher'd in this manner by the Lord Clarendon, who ſpeaks of him every 
where, this ſingle Paſſage only excepted, with the utmoſt Temper, Candour, and 
 Dercency ; this I am ſure, is much more difficult to conceive, than that Pedants and 
Party Bigots ſhould be guilty of foiſting it in. q 1 
However, Biſhop Atterbury is not contented with what he has ſaid of thoſe imi- 


table Characters; he adds, The After-Strokes of any leſs able Pencil intermixed with 


the . Maſterly Hand, would ſoon be diſcovered. Is Dr. Spratt Biſhop of Ro- 


cheſter this /eſs able Hand? He who had the moſt fruitful Invention and florid- | 


Expreſſion of any Writer of his Timc; he who drew King Charles the Second's 
Picture ſo admirably, in the Declaration which he put into his Mouth, after the 
Tragedy of the Rye; he who ſpoke for him better than any Monarch then, if not 


at any other Time living, could have ſpoken for himſelf, Which, falſe and wicked 


as it is, all Connoiſſeurs allow to be one of the beſt Pieces of Oratory in the Eng- 
liſh Tongue, In a word, he who in his before mentioned Panegyrick upon Oliver 
Cromwel, whom the Lord Clarendon has made a Devil incarnate, deſcribes a Hero 
s much ſuperior to all the Heroes in the Hiſtory of the Rebellion, as the Duke o 

arlborough's Character is ſuperior to General Monts. 6 

Though Biſhop Azzerbury is got into a very miry Way, yet he jogs on ſtill, and 
ſays, I am perſuaded the moſt diſcerning Eye can find out no Traces of Mix- 
ture; no, not in the Charatter of Mr. Hampden, even in thoſe Words, at the cloſe 
of it, againſt which Mr, Oldmixon declaims. They are perfetily in the Style 
and Manner of my Lord Clarendon. They contain nothing New in them, but 
only ſum up in ſhort, what he had ſcattered through different Parts of the two 
firſt Volumes. If the late Biſhop * Truth here, to what Purpoſe did the Au- 
thor, 1 laſt cited, examine thoſe arfferent Parts? And how could he find them 
full of Temper, Candour and Decency with reſpect to Mr. Hampden, whole true 
Character I ſhAl tranſcribe from other Authors, to prove that the Cloſe of the Cha- 
rater in the Hiſtory of the Rebellion is ſhameleſlly Falſe? And afterwards, let the 
Author, be who he will, have the Glory of it; or, if we arc never to know who 
he is, let his Champions divide it amongſt them. 


Whitlock writes of Mr. Hampden. His Fortune was large; his natural Abi- 
lities great, and his Afﬀettion to Publick Liberty expoſed him to many Troubles 
when living, and to much Slander when dead. He was a moſt active and lead- 
ing Member] he ſpoke rationally and ſubtilly, was well beloved in his Coun a ry, 
1 | where 


Horian, ſuppoſe it ever ſo 


CE 


where. 5 had a great Intereſt as alſo in the Houſe vf Commons, and tie. 


Another Author, who knew him well, writes of him; His Reputation for Ho- 
neſty was univerſal; of rare Aﬀability and Temper : He always left the Chavac- 
ter of an ingenious conſcientious Perſon : He was indeed g very wiſe Man, and 
| of great Parts, ſupreme Governour over all his Paſſions and Aﬀettions, of per- 
ſonal Courage equal to his Parts, Notwithſtanding all which, it is moſt certain, 
if you will believe Biſhop Atterbury, That he had a Head to contrive, a Tongue to 
perſuade, and a Hand to execute any MISCHIEF. By” 

There is nothing like it in all Hiſtories, or Critiques upon Hiſtories, ' from that of 
Herodotus to Archdeacon Echard's: From Herodotus, who ended the Fabulous in 
| Hiſtory, to Echard, who began it again, ſupporting himſelf by the Authority of 
the Hiſtory: of the Rebellion. | | | j 

I muſt here do juſtice to the very great Accuracy of the late Biſhop, who in his 
Remarks on the Expreſſion in the Letter, inſerted in the Preface to my Hiſtory, 
writes, The Words are much ſofter in the Original; inſtead of a Heart to conceive, 
| we find a Tongue to perſuade ; and, — of the Word Villany, that 7 Miſ- 

chief; as the Citation is in another Part of this Extract, truly made. The un- 


known Writer of this Letter, while he is charging others with the Crime of 


falfifying Lord Clarendon's Hiſtory, ſhould have taken care to ſtand clear of it 
himſelf. The late Biſhop might caſily have ſeen that that Letter was written off- 
hand, as indeed it was, in a publick Place, where were ſeveral Perſons diſcourſing 
at the ſame Time; and the Gentleman calling to Remembrance what Mr. Edmund 
Smith told him, put it down in thoſe Terms immediately, without having recourſe 
to the Original to compare it with the Expreſſion there; he left that to be done 


by me, and I omitted it in a Hurry, the Preſs then waiting for the Copy. But 


let us ſee how this terrible Falſification, which ſtands in Compariſon with that of the 
Editors of the Lord Clarendon's Hiſtory, is made out; why truly, inſtead of a Head 
to contreve, it is ſaid a Heart to concerve ; and inſtead of any Miſchief, it is any 


Villany; and I my ſelf quoted it right, as he owns in the very ſame Page. What a 


wicked Deſign this was then; to impoſe on Mankind! As if the Senſe was not the 
very ſame, though the Sound had eſcaped the Gentleman's Memory; and as if there 
could be any ill Intention to falſify, when the very Words, as in the Lord Clarendons 
Hiſtory, are own'd by the late Biſhop to be cited by me, four or five Lines after. 
Add to this, that the Gentlemen of Oxford will have a hard Task to prove, for the 
late Biſhop, that a Head to contrive is a ſofter Term than a Heart to conteive : 
A Man may certainly conceive a Thing which he will never contrive; and as to the 
Word Fillany, it will be as hard for them to make out, that any Miſchief is not 
Villany, in the common Acceptation of the Word, which the Biſhop's is; and in 
that of the Lawyers, it is very harmleſs and innocent, But the Truth is, they 


make ſad Work of it, when they venture upon Criticiſm, and probably tis their 


Conſciouſneſs of their Infirmity that way, which keeps them quiet under fo 
many Objections to the Genuineneſs of their Hiſtory from the Errors, Miſtepre- 
ſientations and Contradictions, in Facts and Characters. This I doubt they will ne- 
ver meddle with. This Charge I take upon myſelf. It is at large in the Critical 
Hiſtories, and Clarendon and Whitlock compar d. This I ſhall be always ready to de- 
fend. And as to the diſcovery of Facts to confirm it, I am only the Reporter, 
I never do it but when 1 verily believe my Report is true, and could ſwear to that 
Belief as ſafely as, it was ſaid, the late Dr. Friend (wore to his Hiſtoty of the War in 
Spain; which however had a long Anſwer to it. Reo Gora Jeng 

Great Frauds are always Deeds of Darkneſs, not eaſily to be penetrated ;' eſpeci- 
ally when great Numbers are engaged, in Honour and Intereſt, to conceal them. 


And this Conſideration ſhould have hindered me from attempting to detect that of 
the Alterations in the Clarendine Hiſtory, if I had not before been fully convincd 


of them by the Diſagreement between that and impartial Hiſtories; ſuch as Mhit- 
lock and Ruſhworth's; and even the Diſagreement between ſome Parts of that very 
Hiftory with ſome other Parts, of which, as'I have ſaid already, there is a long Enu- 
meration in the Index to Clarendon and Ruſbworth compar d: and till the Parties 
concerned clear up that, they leave a Blemiſh on the Hiſtorian's Character, which it be- 
hoves them in gratitude to wipe off. Let me not be miſtaken. This is what I do moſt 
inſiſt upon, and ſhall have little regard to what they have or can ſay of the Gentiine- 
neſs of their Copy, unleſs they can and do defend the Truth of it. How- 
cver, I ſhall not give up any * towards the Detection of undue 9 
| | wit 
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yond all Objection, it cannot well be at ſuch a diſtance of Time, and while Party 


c 


q 
= 
| | 


„ 
With it, as faſt as I receive it, if it is probable and credible, for certain, and be- 
1s ſtill prevalent, if no Evidence will be allow'd, but what is v/va voce, and from 


Perſons that were in the Management. „ 
+ Thoſe who have nothing elſe to object to what is here alledg'd, will doubtleſs 


fall upon that very eaſy Objection, That moſt of it is Hearſay, notwithſtanding 


the inſuperable Difficulties which lie in our Way to any Diſcovery at all. But if 
Common Fame was ſufficient to ground an Impeachment in Parliament upon, as in 
the Caſe of the Great Duke of Buckingham, temp. Car. I. it is ſurely ſufficient to 
ground a Suſpicion upon, as in the Caſe of an exceptionable Book; eſpecially 
when in the Book itſelf there are ſo many Paſlages which juſtly render it ſuſpected. 
Perſonal Evidence, ſuch as would procure a Verdict in Weſtminſter- Hall, is, it ſeems, 
what the late Biſhop Atterbury expected of me; tho neither he, nor any one elle, 
ought in Reaſon to have espected any better Teſtimony than the Nature of a Thing, 
ſo dark, and ſo well guarded againſt Diſcovery, will bear. Yet I cannot help 
adding, that if I had the Right of Subpæna, in this Caſe, as in one at Weſtminſter, 
1 could bring forth as good Evidence for this as was ever brought for any Caſe at 
Law. The Perſons who gave the Information being all alive ſtill; were I qua- 


lified to oblige their Appearance, The late Biſhop ſays, + mo 


Pray what is this Evidence | It conſiſts of an Hearſay from p Perſon ſuperior 
to all wg 949% but too illuſtrious to be named. Here he has very candidly lett our, 
awithout Leave, and therein alter'd the Senſe by maiming the Expreſſion. Such 


is the Treatment I am like to have from them. The late Biſhop knew very well 


that Peerage and Privilege: forbid the naming illuſtrious Perſons without their 
Conſent; and he would doubtleſs have been very glad if I had fallen into the 
Breach of ſuch Privilege by ſtrengthening my Evidence againſt him. The Hearſay 
is this: Two or three Months after The Hiſtory of the Rejgns of the Stuarts was 


publiſhed, a Letter was ſhewn me by a Divine, now living, from a Gentleman in 


the Temple, who in Converſation: with that z/Au/trions Perſon, had from him Ex- 
preſſions like theſe: Mr. Olamixon docs not ſeem to have hit upon the Reaſon of 


the Alterations made in the Lord Clarendons Hiſtory. I was told by a very great 


Lady, it was becauſe there were ſo many Things ſaid in it reflecting upon thoſe 


Princes, that it made them appear the worſt of Men, which could not be born 


with. This I took from the Letter itſelf, and I could not doubt of the Sincerity 
of the Writer; yet had not I been mad, to have call'd upon a Perſon of ſo great 
Eminence to bear witneſs for me? And yet had I not been unjuſt to myſelf, if I. 
eee, hey! %% as rs TS | 
The Appeal to the other honourable Perſon the late Biſhop ſpeaks of, ſtands 
good as to mylelf. For that honourable Perſon ſay ing the Original had been, if 
it was not ſtill, in his Cuftody, he muſt know whether: it was or was not al- 
ter d. And to ſuch a one I ſhall be always ready to appeal. ee 10 NAY 
Ihe Reverend Doctor, now living aſſur d me, that lis Buſineſs. to Oxford was 


on purpoſe, that, ſince all muſt come out, by means of a Barber and a Dutch 


Compoſitor, an Engliſh one having denied him, he ſaw the whole Proceſs of the 


Printing at the Preis, and was a Witneſs of the Alterations in both Copy, Proofs, 


and Revi/es, as they were ſaid to be made at Weſtminſter and Chriſt- Church. Before 
I. part with this, let me appeal to another Reverend Divine, now or lately a Mem- 
ber of the Univerſity of Oxford, whether he did not declare in a publick Coffec- 


Houſe, in a great Town, one hundred and twenty: Miles Meſt of London, about 
two Years ago, that he was juſt come from Oxford, where' he had talked with ſe- 
veral Collegiates, who agreed that Alterations had been made in Clarendon, but 


not ſo many, nor of ſuch Conſequence as in Oldmixon's. Hiſtory ; which probably 


may be pretty near the Fact, excepting, as the Lawyers (ay, in the Caſes already by 
me excepted. _ o e a2 


* 


NOT 0098. ch Biſhop calls/upon | me to produce, is the moſt kubſtantial one 
againſt him. The Gentleman of Diſtinition, both for Merit and Quality, who, I 


allert again, hes & him a Hiſtory of the Rebellion, of. the fir/t- Folio Edition, 
ac 


ſcored in many Places. I add now ſome Hundreds, to mark the Forgery, by Mr. 
Edmund Smuth of Chriſt-Church, Oxon. Let me add farther, that this ſame Gen- 
tleman did, by Smith's Directions, go a great Way in diſtinguiſhing the genuine 


from the altered Paſſages, which took up near one hundred Sheets of Paper, and 


are forth - coming. But why ſhould he not be as tenacious of his MS. as the Chriſt- 
Church Men and their Succeſſors were, and are, of theits; of which more hereafter 2 
; An 


( 15) 


And why ſhould he expoſe his Name ahd Character to the Violence and Infolence 
of Bigots and Party-Men? What I have met with, ſhews what he, and all who think 
like him, may expect to meet with, if they liſt in this Service, But let us have anos 
ther Iſſue for our Diſpute. | LW TT nn WD f 6 

Tf there is no ſuch ſcored Book in the World, there is no Truth in the Alle. 
| gation. | If there is, Clarendon's Hiſtory is forged, or Mr. Edmund Smith is the 

Forgerer, which comes next under Conſideration. pe R320 A 


One cannot, if one has any degree of Humanity, read without Pity, what the 
late Biſhop ſays to depreciate Mr. Smith, who it is well known was reckoned for 
his Learning and Parts an Ornament of the Univerſity. He came to it with fo 
much Glory, that when he was to be choſen from eee there was; 
ſays Oldiſwworth in his Account of him, nyo ſinall Content ion between Trinity- 
College, Cambridge, and Chriſt- Church, Oxon, which ſhould have him. I make 
uſe of :O/diſwarth only becauſe he was of the ſame Kidney with the Editors of the 
conteſted Hiſtory, and employ'd in a like Service in St. J-, Examiner. He 
ſays of Mr. Edmund Smith, 14-6 e = E | 
He was endowed by Nature, with all thoſe neceſſary and excellent Qualificas 
tions, which are previous to the Accompliſhments of a great Man; his Memory was 
large and tenacious. A ſhrewd Circumſtance that, towards confirming an Opinion 
of his Exactneſs in the Hundreds of Paſſages ſcored by him in the Gentleman's 
Folio Clarendon, as Alterations; as what follows, is of the likelihood of his being 
employed in them, which he declared himſelf, a little before his death. He was 
fo good an Hiſtorian, hat he would talk over the moſt memorable Facts in Antiquity, 
the Lives, Actions and Characters of celebrated Men, with amazing Facility and 
Accuracy: As he had thoroughly read and digeſted Thuanus's Works, ſo he was 
able to copy after him. And his Talent in this Kind was ſo well known, that he 
had been ſmpled out by ſome GREAT MEN to write a Hiſtory, which it was 
for their Intereſt to have done with the utmoſt Art and Dexterity. Was there 
another Man ſo qualified to aſſiſt in reviſing and altering the Clarendine Hiſtory, and 
muſt not a Man, ſo well acquainted with all Kinds of Hiſtory, immediately find out 
the Foibles in that, no very difficult Task Vet the late Biſhop Atterbury affirms, He 
Was certainly not an Author of Rank and Weight enough to blaſt the Credit of ſueb 
an excellent Hiſtory, Here again appears a little deficiency in Judgment. An Hiſtory 
cannot be excellent, if it is not true. 3 Say Ae 3 or þ | 
| Beauty of Imagination, Flowers of Rhetorick; are no Parts of Hiſtory, which 
conſiſts primarily in Severity of Truth, Aptneſs of Reflection, and Simplicity of 
Style; not one of which Excellencies is, in that excellent Hiſtory, + 3 
If one was authorized to imitate the illuſtrious Critick upon Milton's Paradiſe 
Loft, by altering a word only, new and unqueſtionable Proof of Mr. Smith's be- 
ing employed about Clarendon, as he ſaid he was, miglit be produced; and inſtead 
of being ſingled out by ſome GREAT ME N to WRITE, read, to ALTER 
a Hiſtory; which we might have ſome Reaſon to believe to be the Meaning, was it 
not for what comes after. I ſhall not mention for what Reaſon this Deſign was 
dropt, though they are very much to Mr. Smith's Honour; for though the Deſign - 
of writing was dropt, the Deſign of altering was not, as Smith told us himſelf, 
The late Biſhop Atterbury's next Inſinuation offends Charity as well as Truthz 


_ nad forbear ſaying any thing harſh of one, not able to anſwer for himſelf; but many 


alive,who knew them both, Dr. Aldrich and him, | know' how improbable, and alto- 
gether inrrediblo it is, that Mr. Smith ſhould have had the leaſt Sars in Dr. Aldrich's 
Confidence, on ſo nice, or indeed, on any Occaſion.” There is nothing ſo true a Sign 
of the Badneſs of a. Cauſe, as when People over- do it in the Defence of it. I Was, 
ſome Years ago, a Witneſs of a Fellow's being taken up for ſetting a Houſe on fire; 
who became ſuſpected purely by his impetuous Zeal to extinguiſh it; and on 
the Iſſue, he was found guilty and hang d for it. If Dr. Aldrich might not think 
fit to give him a Share of his Confidence, as to altering the Grand Rebellion; it is 
probable and credible, that he might uſe him on other Occaſions, as to make a Song 
for him, or to take a Glaſs with him; which they both lowd, and could not Well 
live in one College ſo many Years together, without ſuch Confidencoat leaſt as that 
is: eſpecially conſidering, Mr. Smith was the top Lyrith, and one of the pleaſanteſt 
Companions in Oxford. And why ſhould he be ſo unworthy of the Confidenee of 
the Dean of Chriſt-Church ; who was - ſo well read in Divinity, and ſo much 
in the good Graces of the Regius Profeſſor, as Oldiſworth informs us. 7 * N 


Wa 


the moſt ſubtle and knotty 


him inthe Divin ity⸗School reſponding and diſputing with e E 757 a ready 


| Exatineſs, and e Force of Argument, when Dr. Jane worthzily preſided. 
C 


in the Chair: Whoſe condeſcending and diſmiereſted Commendation of him, gave him 
ſuch a Reputation, as ſilenc d the envious Malice of his Eneimes, who durſt not 
contraditf the Approbation of ſo profound a Maſter in Theology. The late Biſhop of 


| Rocheſter has it over again, that what Mr. Smith ſaid of Dr. Sinallridge is undoub- 


redly falſe : Whereas it is to be noted, that he has not brought onc Proof, or Ar- 
gument that it is ſo, unleſs you will take his bare Word, that he had Dr. Smallridges 
bare Word for it. And yet ſpeaking of the Gentleman's believing what Smith ſo 
ſolemnly told him, he ſays, The Gentleman, who ſeems to be convinc'd of the Truth 
of Mr. Smith's Aſertions, by bis having pointed out and wnderlind the Paſſages, 
muſt ſurely have been very willing to be convinc'd ; otherwiſe he could not have ta- 
ken a mere Aſſertion for a Proof, I am loth to add, as he docs, in ſuch a Cauſe, 
and from ſuch a Perſon; as if the one had been meritorious, and the other infa- 
mqus. Is not this very pleaſant in the late Biſhop, to cry out againſt believing A/er- 
trons, at the ſame time that, from the Aſ/eriion of another only, he offers his own 
Aſſertion for a Proof? | 9 . 

Could the late Biſhop hope to impoſe on Mankind a Belicf of his Affirmation, 
that Mr. Edmund Smith was ſo far from being intruſted with the Secret of the Ma- 
nagement he ſpeaks of, that he did not know even the Hands thro which it paſsd? 
He did not know what thouſands, out of his College, had heard, and believ'd, that 
the Dean of it was one of thoſe who had the Care of reviſing the Copy: And be- 


cauſe he might not know all thoſe Hands; he argues, let any one judge how ratio- 


nally and fairly. He is not to be relied on, for what he ſays, of even any one of them, 
eſpecially Dr. Aldrich ; tho' he had himſelf own d, that Aldrich was in the Secret 

There was not a Student in Oxford, of whom the other Students uſed to boaſt more 
than they did of Mr. Smith, His Excellence in all Parts of polite Learning, was 
their common Topick, and his Encomium in every Mouth, till this Diſcoyery of 


his, relating to the Clarendon Hiſtory, was made publick : and now forgetting his 


uncommon Merit, and his Attachment to the Party, till a few Weeks before his 
Death, you ſee how the late Biſhop has treated his Memory, and the Tone is per- 
fectly chang d in almoſt all the Colleges. But let us, for the Credit of his Informa- 
tion, ſce what Olaiſworth ſays farther of him; and then judge of the late Biſhop 


Atterbury's Sincetity and Ingenuity, in what he has ſaid. He had a Quickneſs of 


preben/ion, and Vivacity of Underſtanding 3 which eaſily took in and ſurmounted 

arts of Mathematicks and Metaphyſicks, His Wit 
was prompt and flowing z yet ſolid and piercing. His Taſte was delicate, his Head 
clear and his way of expreſſing his Thoughts perſpicuous and engaging. In a 


word, A generons and noble Emulation grew up with him, and puſh'd him upon 
ſtriving to excel in every Art and Science, which could make him @ Credit to his 


College; and that College the Ornament of the moſt learned and polite Univerſity. 
This is the Man, whoſe Teſtimony the late Biſhop Atterbury rejected, on ac- 


count of his Inability for] the Employment he was ſet upon, and his Unworthineſs 


to he in the Confidence of Dr. Aldrich : Who was himſelf, 1 believe, never ftil'd 


the Credit of Chriſi- Church, and the Ornament of the Univerſity; tho he was a 


Man of Letters and Genius, and every way accompliſh'd for the Province that was 


allotted him in the Publiſhing of the Clarendins Hiſtory, 


After what Q/4;ſworth has given us of Mr. Edmund Smith's Character; how 
ſtupid and ridiculous are thoſe Sophs, who have nothing to ſay, in anſwer to his 
Diſcovery, but that he was not fit to be truſted; as I have heard, it has been often 
ſaid, even in that woſ# learned and polite Univerſity. I ſhould not have uſed Olaiſ- 
worth's, Authority, on any other Occaſion z nor on this, if he did not pretend to 
have known him thoroughly, and had not been a Writer once highly in Favour 
with all ſtaunch Churchmen. | | 263: 


-Lamaſlur'd, that Mr. Edmund Smith expreſs d himſelf tothe Gentleman in whoſe. 


Houſe he died, to have a Deteſtation for the unwarrantable Practices with the Hiſtory 
of the Grand Rebellion 3 and to deſire that they might be one day laid open for the 


Conviction of all Mankind, to prevent any farther Impoſition upon them: That De- 


fre of his is not ſo far from Accompliſhment, as the Gentlemen of Oxford may ima- 


5 pas tho I am not in the Confidence of thoſe that have the Conduct of it. The late 


ſhop intimates, that the Deſign of SmirF's Diſcovery, wwas to ſtrike at the Aut ho- 


nity of a noble and uſeful Part of our Engliſh Hiftory, thro' the Sides of Men of great 


Note 
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Note and Merit. Now it is obvious, that Mr. Smith had not the Sides of thoſe great 
Men in his Thoughts, when he diſcover'd to hisHaſt what he knew of the unfairPyblica- 
tion of that Hiſtory ; the Diſcovery was caſual, upon the mentioning it in Converſatian, 
without any previous Intention to meddle with it. Mr. Bamumd Smith had no manner of 
Temptation to enter on that Subject; it was voluntary, unpremeditated and unlook d for, 
and it would be miraculous if he ſhould all at once fall from his good High - Church Sen- 
timent, to thoſe of Liberty and Truth, for the fake of telling alye, and abuſing Per- 
ſons who were ſo much reſpected by his Party. The late Biſhop having repeated his 
_ Eulogy on the Hiſtory in queſtion, in defiance of the Infirmities and Defeats which 
it is charg'd with, I beg leave to repeat a few Lines after Mr. Maynwaring, who was 
indiſputably the beſt Critick then living: tis in Medley, Ne 6. There was once a 
Hiſtory ſo famous among the Grecians, that the greateſt Orator they ever bad, writ 
it over eight Times. I wiſh all our Engliſh Orators, that are ſo fond of the Hiſtory 
of the Rebellion, wonld reſolve for their Improvement to write it over as often ; 
and that they may ſtill like it better hereafter, I would adviſe them no longer to call 


it a Hiſtory, which it no ways reſembles, but to give it the more agreeable Title of a 


Pamphlet, at that time much cry'd up by the then Treaſurer's Creatures, call'd, Faults 
on both Sides; the Author of which, notwithſtanding the Treafurer H——y was his 
Patron, quarrel'd with the Earl of Clarendon, miſtaking him for his Editors, for cal- 
ling the Civil War a Rebellion. Mr. Maynwaring adds, How much better would 
their Pens be employ'd in this Labour, than inwriting vile Hiſtories of their own? 
And who knows but ſuch a thing may be now doing by ſome Doctor or other, who, 
tho' not ſo well able to judge of Hiſtory as Mr. Maynwaring, may be as fond of that 


of the Rebellion, as the Grecian Orator was of Herodotus z and why not for the 


ſame reaſons the Beauty of the Stile, and the Agreeableneſs of the Fable? 

I come now to the late Biſhop's reproaching me for want of Manners ; which is 
very ſurprizing, all things conſider d: A Foreign Writer, ſays he, has uſed me in 
this caſe with greater Civility thau Mr. Oldmixon, whom I know not that I have 


ever offended ; I forgive him his ill Words; as appears by the Title-Page of his Vin- - 


dication, The Scandalous Reflections of Oldmixon. It is true, the late Biſhop never 
offended me, but as I am one of many Millions whom he grievouſly offended, by 
endeavouring to deſtroy that happy Government, which is the only Security of their 
Religion and Liberties ;z and the hard Words that may have dropt from me, in reflect- 
ing on the Conduct of the Editors of the Lord Clarendon's Hiſtory, have no regard 
to his Perſon, but to the Office he was ſaid to have taken upon him, of one of thoſe 
Editors, or rather to the Edition itſelf. That I ſpar d his Perſon, I could give am- 
ple Proofs ; and I hope the Indiſcretion of thoſe, who. pretend to take up his Quar- 
rel, will never provoke me todo otherwiſe, o 

There is one Thing the Foreign Writer told him, which he Bemis. not to have ſuſſi- 
cicntly regarded, and that is, the Warning he gave him not to undertake the Defence of 
Dr. Aldrich, Dr. Smallridge and himſelf, on too (light Grounds! for, ſays he, il faus 
que les Eclairciſſemens ſoient bien forts pour detruire ces Faits, What he ſhall ay to 


? 1 


clear up this Matter, muſt be very ſtrong to deſtroy the Credit of thoſe Facts; and, as 


I have already obſerv'd, he has clear d it only by barely aſſerting, after a bare Aſſertion, 
that Dr. Smallridge did not do it, and ſo the ſame of himſelf. Thus, in the Opinion 
of the Frenchman, the Matter lies as it did; and if his own Share in the Work was 
little or nothing, it docs not appear by any better Proof, but Dr. Smallridge's was as 
great as Mr. Smith hinted. It muſt be own'd, that there was ſome Difference be- 
tween Dr. Aldrich and Mr. Smith, before the latter left the College: the late Biſnop 
tells us, the Reaſons are too well undorſtood to be explaind. However, I will ven- 
ture to explain one of them: The Doctor, his Governour, would have had him to 
enter and go out on the Divinity Line, which he was ever averſe to; and what he 
ſaid upon it, is not a little exemplary. That the pleaſurable Part of his Life, 


« Mirth and a Bottle, was not conſiſtent with the Character of a Clergyman; and 


he would not be a Scandal to it, as too many were.” This Difference was ſo 
ſharpned by Incidents and Tattle, that in the Courſe of it, Mr. Smith wrote an Epi- 
gram on the Doctor, but there was no Point in it, that touch d the Edition of Cia- 
rendon. Smith had been ſome time from the Univerſity, before any other Thoughts 
enter d into his head, than what the reading of that Hiſtory might have inſpir d him 
with. * * IN | 
The late Biſhop of Rocheſter, again ſpeaking of myſelf. His Attack onme, and on 
the Dead, who he og ght be inſulted with equal Safety, is no Proof of 4 
generous and worthy Mina, An ac Leſſon this, from a Perſon in the late 


1 * 
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Biſhop's Circumſtances, which he brought upon himſelf, by that worthy and gener. us 


Principle of his, to ſacrifice the Religion and Liberty of his Country to the 
Pretences of a Popiſh Impoſtor, for ought he knew, bred up in a conſtant Enmity to 


both! As to inſulting him, his Brethren, or their Aſliſtants with Safety, I never 


thought of the Inſolence z and as to the Danger, I was ſure there was none, where 


there was no Breach of Privilege; and 1 ſhall be of the ſame Opinion, let this Conteſt 
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laſt as long it will: for Iflatter myſelf, I am appriz'd of the Goodneſs of their Cauſe, 
and the Power of their Criticiſms. He concludes with a Prophecy, that the Credit 
of the Lord Clarendon's Hiſtory will gain Strength by Time; but the ſame may be 
ſaid of any Stock in Exchange-Alley, by thoſe who are any how intercſtcd in the 
putting it off, tho' it ſeldom or never riſes by ſuch Speeches of it: And I have 
known Stocks that have been ſo talked of in the Evening, ſink to nothing the next 
Day at Noon, and never afterwards be heard of in a Market. 1 do not inſinuate that 
this will be the Fate of Lord Clarendons Hiſtory, neither do 1 think that in the 
main it deſeryes it; but in particular, for thoſe things which expoſe it to theſe Suſpi- 
cione, Jealouſies and Reflections, the World would have no great Loſs if it was rid 
Sire by cuts | 5 a Fo %%%»; ? e ͥͤ 
What 1 am about to add, is not a Part of Hiſtory, the Belief of which I would 
ſwcar to; but having no reaſon to disbelieve it, I will tell what I have been told. 
That the Deſign of the Editors was at firſt only to correct the Spellings and Point- 
ings, that they were now and then thrown upon a Phraſc or two; and the latter 
growing upon them, it made the Beginnings of the Hiſtory ſo diſcordant with the 
other Parts of it, that they were obligd to go on altering from one End to the 
other, to make it of a piece: The ſame Intelligence informs me, that in the ori- 
ginal Manuſcript, the Hiſtorian ſpeaks in the firſt Perſon J; whereas it is now in 
the printed Book, the Chancellor of the Exchequer always. If the Editors did. it 
to avoid Egotiſins, ſo juſtly cenſur'd by Lord Shafresbury in his CharatFeri/tichs, 
they ſhould have given it another turn; for the Chancellor coming upon us eternally, 


is very ſurfeiting to wcak and delicate Stomachs. | 


I cannot omit Information that is brought even now while the Pen is on the Pa- 
per, without any Deſire or Expectation of mine: A Gentleman tells me, that a few 
Days ſince he was with a Friend of his, a Man of Veracity, who by his Station in 
Life, has had many Opportunities of ſeeing the original Manuſcript of the Hiſtory 
in queſtion; he ask'd the Gentleman if he had the Hiſtory of the Reigns of the 


Stuarts: Upon the other's ſaying he had, he deſir'd him to lend it him; for, adds 


he, I am willing to ſee what the Author ſays of the Alterations and Interpolations 
inthe Manuſcript, of which I myſelf have (cen many, tho' I never read it through, 
on account of the bad Hand it is written in, and it being to be had in print. The 
Gentleman ask d, if gte alſo might ſee it; the other reply'd, yes, one time or other: 
and the Gentleman rontinuing to preſs him, was anſwer'd, 17% let you know in a 


little while. Accordingly, not many Days ſince, he came to him to excuſe himſelt, 


for that the Manuſcript was in the Country, many Miles off, and it is ſuppos'd 
will not now be ſo viſible as it has been. Any one may perceive, I could ſay more 
if I durſt. : TL e EH 
This is ſomewhat more than common Hearſay ; but ſince it would be of extreme 
ill Conſequence to name Names on this Occaſion, I mult leave it, as I do all other 
Informations of this kind, to the Reader's Judgment; who ſurely cannot ſuppoſe, 
that ſo many different Perſons, without Temptation or. Sollicitation, would, un- 
known to cach other, agree in contriving to impoſe on Me and the World, 
in a Caſe by which they can make no Advantage, either in Intereſt or Cre- 
Git. %%% ((( ili 2 . 
cannot doubt but the Reader will be ſatisfy'd by what is alledg'd in theſe few 
Sheets, that there were Alterations made in Lord C/arendor's Hiſtory ; and that the 
Editors, for the Reaſons here mention'd, were as likely to make them as any Men 
living: neither has this Practice of theirs been new with Men of their Party, I mean 
the Enemies to Moderation and Liberty, ſpiritual and temporal. We read in Bayle, 
that King James the Firſt had Cambden's Hiſtory alter'd, and ſeveral Paſſages were left 
out, relating to Mary Queen of Scots. Du Moulin, in an Oration at Oxford, ſaid, 
The Flatterers of King James had vilely abus'd Cambden's Hiſtory, ſtriking out many 
things, contrary to the Opinion of the Author, unde Opus fede commaculatum fuit. 
He adds, . Monſieur de Thou ſpeaking of Buchanan, ſays, that King James viſiting 


him when he was dying, deſir d him to retrath what he had written againſt his 
Mother ; that is, to alter the Copy, to leave out or to add: but Buchanan _— 
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My Conſcience does not charge me with any thing on that account ; what I have 
written, is true. Yet Cambaen, or ſomebody for him, ſays boldly, he did repent of 
it; to which Bayle ſubjoins, il y a bien raiſon de douter, there is great reaſon to 
doubt it. What has been may be, as a noble Lord ſaid, and Thouſands before and 
after him: And from the Principles and Practices of the Party, and of the Men in 
queſtion, there is no room to doubt but that there was the like Practice with 
the Lord Clarendon's Hiſtory as with Cambden's. What renders the Suſpicion 
juſt and warrantable, is, that the Gentlemen concern'd to vindicate the Hiſfory of 
the Grand Rebellion, have the Manuſcript in their Poſſeſſion; it is in their Power 
to ſtrike all Oppoſition dumb, and it is ſo much for their Intereſt and Honour, that 
there is not a Man of common Senſe in England but aſſures himſelf they would 
produce the Original, if it was not in the Circumſtances we ſay it is. Till they ſhew 
itus in its Virgin Purity, Immaculate and Uncorrupted, all Arguments to prove it 
genuine will be thought trifling and ſhuffling= —Shew your Book, Gentlemen, 
it is demanded and expected of you, by all thoſe that have been led into any 
Doubts of its Genuineneſs; and believe me, if you do not ſo do, all Mankind will 
ſay tis becauſe you dare not; but are oblig d to truſt your Cauſe to Aſſertion and 
Sophiſtry ; which Cauſe would be invincible, if what you tell us is true, as it muſt be, 
if there is no Appearance to the contrary in the Original. In ſuch caſe, you will 
have only to do with thoſe Authors, myſelf in particular, who inſiſt upon it, that 
whoever wrote your Hiſtory, it is Falſe, if compar'd with thoſe Hiſtorics which are 
univerſally allow'd to be True. If you do not alſo clear it of that indelible 
| Blemiſh, tis no matter whether it be genuine or not genuine; and all the Enco- 
miums that have been beſtow'd upon it within doors and without, in Pulpits and out 
of Pulpits, ſignify nothing towards perpetuating it. It will gradually wear into 
the Character of a Romance, as it was lately term'd in an Auguſt Aſſembly ; and how 
long it will exiſt afterwards, I leave to yourſelves to judge. | 
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